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Why We Plan 
 By formal definition, a comprehensive plan is a land use and growth 

management plan that establishes broad goals and criteria for 

municipalities to use in land use regulation. In other words, it is a formal 

strategy that helps to identify challenges, weaknesses, and 

opportunities that should be addressed over the next decade within a 

county, municipality, or multi-municipality. In compliance with the 

Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247 of 1968), county 

comprehensive plans must be updated every 10 years. 

While comprehensive plans enable legislation, they are not absolute 

check lists. Rather, they set the intention and provide priorities and 

recommendations. Plans are not adopted by ordinance and are not 

legislative in nature; instead, they are adopted by Resolution. A 

resolution is a formal statement by the governing body supporting the 

components in the plan. 

The planning process provides the public with the unique opportunity 

to have a direct impact or say in the future of their community. Mifflin 

County 2035: A Decade of Progress celebrates the successes of yesterday 

while embracing the challenges of tomorrow. It’s a time to ask 

ourselves: what do we want to take with us into the next decade… and 

what do we want to leave in the past? 
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Planning Process 
Mifflin County 2035: A Decade of Progress is the product of perspectives and 

shared feedback. Over the course of 15 months, diverse stakeholder 

collaboration and robust public engagement identified concerns, ideas, and 

solutions that were integral to the development of this plan. Collaboration 

between the County and the public fosters trust, understanding, and an 

overall united community. 

The creation of this plan was broken into eight tasks. Task one officially began 

in July 2024 at the Mifflin County Comprehensive Plan 10-Year Update Kick-

off Meeting. Here, the project team met with the Planning Advisory 

Committee (PAC) for the first time and discussed the planning approach, key 

milestones and deliverables, and a project timeline. PAC meetings would 

continue throughout the lifecycle of the plan development to ensure that the 

plan's evolution aligned with the County's and the PAC's intentions. 

Mifflin County’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) joined together for the 

sake of steering the comprehensive planning process for Mifflin County 2035: 

A Decade of Progress. The committee comprised individuals from various 

relevant organizations and groups, including the Juniata River Valley 

Chamber of Commerce (JRVCC), Mifflin County School District, Mifflin County 

Conservation District (MCCD), and local municipalities. The committee’s 

diverse representation of stakeholder groups was key to properly advising 

Michael Baker International, Inc. throughout the planning process. 
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Vision Statement 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mifflin County will offer an inviting and favorable environment by:  

Redeveloping and restoring old or blighted homes and neighborhoods in the local communities for housing and 

other uses, rather than building on agricultural land or open space 

Promoting access to attainable housing by allowing for the construction of more diverse housing types, such as 

duplexes, townhouses, and small (4-8) unit apartment buildings 

Supporting local businesses over national chains to encourage growth in the local economy by devoting more 

resources to educate and guide residents and entrepreneurs to start their own business in the County 

Investing in transportation to create an environment that supports alternative modes such as walking or bicycling 

Connecting municipalities to sustainable funding sources to support the provision of basic services to residents 

Mifflin County will be a place known for its preserved history and rural character; 
its outdoor recreation, healthy communities, and vibrant economy achieved 

through collaboration 

Vision Statement 

Mission Statement 
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ACTION STRATEGIES AND THEIR RELATED CONNECTIONS 

The action strategies listed below were developed in support of the identified critical issues and plan goals. While goals tend to be 

broad aspirations, action strategies are specific tasks that lead to the accomplishment of a goal, and therefore, the vision statement.   
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FUTURE CHARACTER AREA MAPPING (FCAM) 

The Future Character Area Map (FCAM) was developed in collaboration with the PAC and included feedback from the public open house. 

It is also accessible through an interactive web app, visualizing land use for the entire county over the next 10 years. The map sorts 

character areas into two categories: planned development areas and planned conservation areas. Mifflin County 2035 balances growth 

and preservation; planned development areas are expected to see residential, commercial development, or investment. Planned 

conservation areas aim to protect Mifflin County’s charming rural character.  

PLANNED CONSERVATION AREA DESCRIPTIONS
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PLANNED DEVELOPMENT AREA DESCRIPTIONS
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FUTURE CHARACTER AREA MAP   
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